REMINISCENCES

talked with a friend now and then when his work was
put away for the moment and he and his companions
could smoke and talk, and watch the clouds in the sky,
and the shadows on the grass, and only a very prosaic
person could fail to find something of the poetic in him-
self under such an influence.

Meredith, as I have said, loved all manner of bodily
exercises; and, indeed, it amazed me when I first used
to visit Mm, to see a man, no longer young, indulge in
such feats of strength and agility. It delighted him to
play with great iron weights, and to throw heavy clubs
into the air and catch them as they fell, and twirl them
round Ms head as if they had been light bamboo canes.
I remember wondering, indeed, sometimes, whether
such exercises and such feats of strength were not tax-
ing too far the physical powers of a man who had
already passed Ms prime; and whether over-taxed na-
ture would not some day show that she had been taxed
too far. But, at the same time, the general impression
which George Meredith then gave one was that of the
faun-like creature, the child of Nature who must always
be young, as Nature herself is always young. I do not
think I ever met a man in whom the physical and the
mental forces were such absolute rivals and equals as
they seemed to be in George Meredith at the time when
I first had the happiness of knowing him. Since those
distant days I have met him but at rare intervals. I
saw him sometimes during the sitting of the Parnell
Commission in one of the Strand Law Courts. Mere-
dith took a deep interest in those extraordinary pro-
ceedings; and it seems almost unnecessary to say that
his keen intellect was not taken in for a single moment
by the grotesque forgeries of the unhappy Pigott. As
a rule Meredith had no part in politics, and showed no
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